As to silk sutures, Dr. Reid had a very strong opinion as to the difficulty of keeping them aseptic when they came to the skin or a mucous membrane, and he had bestowed much attention to the subject. For example, in Emmet's operation, he thought that an ordinary silk suture was something to be sedulously avoided. He had adopted the suggestion made by Skene, of Brooklyn, and had the silk boiled in wax. As it was withdrawn from the wax, and the wax was cooling down, he had it then put into a 5 per cent solution of carbolic acid.
Sutures of such silk were less often followed by suppuration, even when used in the vagina. The explanation seemed to be that the silk had lost its power of absorbing, and had all the advantages of silver wire without its disadvantage?viz., of breaking the surrounding tissue.
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